Two new records of the genus
The chemical constituents were identified using high performance thin layer chromatography (HPTLC) and gradient-elution high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) (Lumbsch 2002 (Lumbsch et al. 1997) . Fig. 1A , C Lecanora albella is a member of the L. pallida group and is distinguished from other species of the genus by its white thallus, strongly pruinose disc, amphithecium without large oxalate crystals (>10 μm), protocetraric acid and atranorin as major lichen substance. As occurs in other members of this complex, the marginal part of the amphithecium is not delimited by a true amphithecial cortex, but by a pseudocortex of amorphous hyphal mass, with small crystals (pol+, soluble in K), interpreted as a medullary hyphae arranged in the same way as in the algal layer (Lumbsch et al. 1997) .
This species is morphologically, anatomically and chemically very similar to L. caesiorubella Ach., other member of the L. pallida group. According to the literature (Lumbsch et al. 1997 , Ryan et al. 2004 , the size of the ascomata gives the most important differences to separate these two species. The apothecia of L. caesiorubella are usually larger (0.3-3.0 mm diam. in L. caesiorubella vs. 0.3-1.5 mm diam. in L. albella) and have a more developed pseudocortex (45-150 µm thick in L. caesiorubella vs.
20-75 µm thick in L. albella).
However, it is observed that some specimens of L. caesiorubella may have small apothecia, while certain specimens of L. albella can have large ascomata. This overlapping, in addition to an indistinguishable chemistry, difficults the identification of the specimens, impeding significantly the separation of the taxa, sometimes only distinguishable by their different distribution. The delimitation of L. albella and L. caesiorubella remains doubtful (Lumbsch et al. 1997) . The identified collections in this study as L. albella exhibit typical morphology and anatomy of the species (discussed above), with clearly small apothecia (0.4-1.0 mm diam.) and thin pseudocortex (20-50 µm thick). Unlike rimoseareolate thallus and white prothallus mentioned in previous descriptions for this species (Ryan et al. 2004) , the material studied here usually has a rimose thallus and no prothallus has been observed.
Lecanora albella is widely distributed in the Northern Hemisphere (in northern regions of Africa, Asia, Europe and North America) on bark of conifers and deciduous trees (Imshaug & Brodo 1966 , Lumbsch et al. 1997 , Ryan et al. 2004 ). In the Southern Hemisphere, L. albella was previously registered in New Zealand and Chile (Galloway 1985 , Pereira 2007 , Pereira & San Martín 1998 , Pereira et al. 2002 , 2006 , Zahlbruckner 1933 . During this research, this species has been found in Argentina and in new localities of Chile. This is the first record of the species for Argentina (Río Negro and Chubut provinces). Lecanora hypocrocina is easily recognized by its K+ dark red to purple reaction in the hypothecium, due to the presence of skirin, boriquinone and other quinones. The presence of a reddish hypothecium places this species within the L. coronulans group, characterized by taxa with pigmented hypothecium. Other distinctive features are red-brown apothecial disc, epihymenium pulicaris-type, relatively small ascospores and the production of fatty acids (Lumbsch et al. 1996) . Some specimens of L. hypocrocina with relatively dark apothecial disc may be confused with L. hypocrocinoides Lumbsch. However, the latter species shows a chlarotera-type epihymenium, longer ascospores (10.5-13.5 μm in L. hypocrocinoides vs. 7-12.5 μm in L. hypocrocina) and zeorinon as major secondary compound in addition to atranorin.
According to observations made by others authors (Lumbsch et al. 1996 , Ryan et al. 2004 , L. hypocrocina has an amphithecial cortex 10-15 µm wide and parathecium without crystals (pol−). Unlike these records, the material found in this study has a slightly wider amphithecial cortex (15-25 µm), and parathecium with or without crystals (pol ±). This corticolous species is distributed in tropical region of east Africa, Central and South America. In South America, has been previously recorded for Brazil and Paraguay (Lumbsch et al. 1996) . This is the first record of the species for Argentina (Chaco and Corrientes provinces).
The studied material was found on bark of Astronium balansae Engl., Caesalpinia paraguariensis (D. Parodi) Burkart and Schinopsis balansae Engl., in xerophilous and subtropical forests from northern Argentina. 
